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Junior Katie Carling performs her beam routine at the regional gymnastics meet on Friday, March 17 in the McCown Gymnasium. The Warriors KENDAHL SCHLUETER
photographer
placed fourth among eight teams and will send three individuals to compete in nationals beginning Friday, March 31.
kschlueter15@winona.edu

Gymnastics place fourth at regional meet
EMMA CAVANAUGH
sports reporter
ecavanaugh14@winona.edu

Four months of practice for one night of glory.
Every week of competition for the Winona
State University gymnastics team has been a
collective practice for the WIAC Championship
and NCGA Regional meet on Friday, March 17.

Their season stretched nearly four months long in
which they faced challenges and triumphs.
Junior Gianna Scala said, “Each week we just
try to make the routines better than the last, and
that’s hard because the judging is inconsistent.
Our coach tells us a lot of the time, ‘Don’t go
off of the score that you get, go off of your
performance.’ There’s lots of little changes that we
can be making in our routines, and each week we

try to make that better.”
Since there are eight teams in the WIAC, the
regional competition is held in Winona every
eight years. The top three teams progress to
nationals, and the Warriors were eager to make it
as a young team.
Continued on page 10, see Gymnastics.
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Lutheran Pastor Corrine Haulotte speaks at the “We Are More Alike Than Different: An Interfaith Conversation” panel discussion
in Stark Hall Auditorium, room 103 on Wednesday, Feb. 22. The presentation brought together leaders from different religions for a
discussion on their similarities.

Winona State University sophomore Jesse Peterson partakes in an interactive part of professor Chun Lok Mah’s
“WE”nona exhibit in Watkins Gallery of Watkins Hall on Thursday, March 16. The exhibit will be displayed until
Friday, April 7.

NIKKO ARIES
photographer
naries12@winona.edu

Interactive project challenges cultural views
O

ptical illusions make viewers believe they
are seeing an image as one thing, then
challenge them to see it in another way. Similarly,
professor Chun Lok Mah said he wants his
newest art pieces to challenge viewers to see their
cultural beliefs in a different way.
The “WE”nona Project, an art installation
created by Mah, debuted in the Paul Watkins
Gallery in Watkins Hall on the Winona State
University campus Wednesday, March 15.
The gallery will be open to the public until
Friday, Apr. 7 after an artist reception Wednesday,
Apr. 5.
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Mah, a professor of art and design at the
university, started the project during his
sabbatical in the 2013-2014 school year. Mah
not have a clear idea of the project until more
recently.
“Initially, I have a concept for my sabbatical
shows,” Mah said. “The show has continued to
change and evolve, especially this particularly
show that is motivated by recent events.”
The project, as described in the gallery, is meant
to “initiate an inclusive dialogue on creating a
safe, vibrant and supportive community.”
Mah explained one of the barriers of this

dialogue is the practice of being “Minnesota
nice”—the avoidance of conflict in favor of being
polite towards one another.
Each piece in the installation corresponds to
a different message, which promotes inclusivity
and invites spectators to interact.
“This is a project. This is not an art show, which
means that you’re supposed to see how it evolves,”
Mah said.

Continued on page 4, see Art.
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Minnesota State names interim chancellor
M

innesota Sate Colleges and Universities, of
which Winona State University is part of,
named Devinder Malhotra as interim chancellor
of the Board of Trustees on Feb. 9, effective Aug.
1, after the current Chancellor Steven Rosenstone
retires on July 31.
Until the change, the two “will work together
to ensure a smooth transition,” Doug Anderson,
the communication and media director for
Minnesota State, said.
Malhotra will be serving until a permanent
chancellor is named. There is no word yet on
when this may occur.
Winona State President Scott Olson said
Malhotra can be beneficial to the university.
“[Malhotra] is a great hire. He would be
very good for Winona State University, in my
opinion,” Olson said.
Malhorta, who was not available for an
interview, was the interim president at
Metropolitan State University in St Paul, Minn.
for two years. For the past five years, he served
as provost and vice president of academic
affairs at St. Could State University. He also held
leadership positions outside of the Minnesota
State system. These included working at the
University of Akron and the University of
Southern Maine in a few different leadership
positions. Malhorta also taught economics for
more than 30 years.
Malhotra has a bachelor’s degree and master’s
degree from the University of Delhi and a
doctorate from Kansas State University.
“He is very student-friendly,” Olson said. “He
really cares what the students think and feel.”
Nicole Zimmerman, Winona State University’s
Student Senate president said the new chancellor
reached out to Students United, a group of
students in the Minnesota State system that
works together for student voices.
“Chancellor Devinder Malhotra reached
out to our Students United state chair and
executive director to say that he looks forward to
working with the students of Minnesota State,”
Zimmerman said.
The search for a new chancellor is not a small
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Former Metropolitan State University professor Devinder Malhotra was chosen as
the interim chancellor of Minnesota State Colleges and Universities in February after
a lengthy interview process of found none of the candidates were fit for the position.
Malhotra was asked to come out of retirement by Minnesota State on an interim basis.
Both Metropolitan and Winona State are part of the Minnesota State system.

task, according to Olson. He described the
process as “unwieldy, but if you are going to be
the chancellor of the system, that is what it is.”
The process began with a search committee to
narrow down the candidates. First the committee
narrowed the options down to about 10 out of 43

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY
MINNESOTA STATE

candidates and conducted secret interviews.
From there, the pool of candidates is narrowed
down to three and are announced to everyone.
Continued on page 6, see Chancellor.
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Art, continued from page 2.
Mah said each piece in the gallery is meant
to make spectators think about two opposing
ideologies by utilizing optical illusions.
One piece in the installation consists of
numerous multicolored, paper dots on the floor
against adjacent walls of the gallery. Each dot
has an outer ring that changes color as you move
towards the back wall of the gallery.
Mah explained though the colors of the outer
ring gradually turn from blue to green and from
orange to pink, the colors in the middle of the
dots stay the same.
“You can see the subtle hint of the division of
two sides. It’s implying a political choice, but
ultimately there’s no pure blue and there’s no
pure red,” Mah said. “It’s just an illusion. All of
us are influenced by our surroundings [and] the
way we think.”
Mah also encouraged spectators to pick up a
dot and answer the question on the back, then
stick the now white dot onto the black wall in the
back of the gallery.

“When the dot is on the floor, there is a
Winona citizens.
separation. As the dot is being taken and put on
“‘WE’nona is a project focused on the local
the wall, the separation becomes a white dot,”
people... it’s about this town and about the people
Mah said.
here and about my life here,” Mah said.
Another part of the installation includes 14
Mah, who immigrated from Malaysia 20
pieces on the walls of the gallery feature two or
years ago, said the project is heavily influenced
more words that can only be seen by standing far by his experiences living in Winona and hopes
away, nearby, or through iPhone camera filters.
to educate others on how to be “more open to
Mah said the core part of the project is a piece
accepting different ideology and not always be
that shows the words ‘inspire’ and ‘aspire,’ which
afraid of change.”
symbolizes both his aspiration to create the
“America is a country for me that is such a
“WE”nona project, as well as to inspire those
vibrant, diverse community, and that’s what
who experience it.
makes it so creative and so different from any
“It makes a huge difference when you aspire to other country,” Mah said. “It seems like people
do something, but no one wants to participate...
forget about that and [about] what is considered
you want to aspire from afar, but you want to
‘American’ and I just felt sad to see that going
inspire people too,” Mah said.
away. I want to make sure that people know it.”
Some of the other pieces highlighted contrasts
between pity and empathy, science and belief and
fear and respect.
OLIVIA VOLKMAN-JOHNSON
Though the project is held on campus, Mah
news reporter
said he wants the project to be viewed by all
ovolkmanjohns15@winona.edu

Meet the news staff...
Olivia Volkman-Johnson

Academic & administrative reporter

Cheney Mason

Crime & Security reporter

Nathaniel Nelson
Technology reporter

SECURITY INCIDENTS
1:30 a.m.: A male student
was found intoxicated in
the Prentiss Hall basement.
The matter was referred
to the director of housing.
March 18

March 19

12:38 a.m.: A female
student was found
intoxicated in Sheehan Hall.
The matter was referred to
the director of housing.
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Colin Kohrs
Local reporter

Sara Tiradossi

Health/Student Senate reporter

Maddie Swenson
General reporter

NEWS
Student Senate hears
budget plans, new
residence life proposal

W

inona State University Chief Financial Officer
Scott Ellinghuysen said the university will put
continue a $4 million budget reduction for the 20172018 school year, to combat the budget deficit of that
same size.
The student senate discussed this budget reduction
as well as other topics at the weekly meeting on
Wednesday, March 15.
Ellinghuysen said the university started a budget
reduction in the fall of last year, since enrollment
has been declining. Enrollment peaked in 2011 and
2012, he added, and new entering freshmen used to
be 600-650. The number has been decreasing, with an
estimated 550 incoming freshmen for fall 2017.
The budget reduction aims to eliminate 18 vacant
positions and reduce the operating budget in all
colleges of the five colleges on at Winona State.
Other reductions involve the university
advancement, enrollment management and student
life, finance and administration and athletics.
Some departments, he said, including composite
engineering, athletic training and the college of
business have asked for a differential tuition increase,
which would charge students above the university’s
tuition to improve the departments.
Therefore, he said, the budget reductions will balance
with those differential tuition requests.
“We will continue to communicate future budget
operations and changes in the university,” Ellinghuysen
said.
Other than the reduction plan, Student Senate
President Nicole Zimmerman went over the
organizational reports from UPAC, the Alliance
of Student Organizations and Students United and
introduced guest speakers.
Vice Chair of Students United Lexi Byler was one
of the guest speakers at the meeting. After a brief
introduction about herself, she brought up new actions,
which could be taken to improve the services offered at
the university.
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Continued on page 6, see Senate.

Verizon HopeLine Donations
Time: All Day
Location: Lourdes Hall, East Lake Apartments,
Integrated Wellness Complex, Kryzsko Commons
Contact: Brittney Leland, bleland14@winona.edu
UPAC Presents: Why Him? Film Showing
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Stark Hall auditorium, room 103
Contact: UPAC
upac@winona.edu
“WE”nona by Chun Lok Mah
Time: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. p.m.
Place: Watkins Hall,
Paul Watkins Gallery
Contact: Roger Boulay, rboulay@winona.edu
Active Shooter Response Training
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Place: Minné Hall, room 103
Contact: Chris Cichosz
ccichosz@winona.edu
Student Recital: Lindsey Nelson and Elizabeth Sorensen
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Place: Performing Arts Center, recital hall
Contact: Marybeth Lenhardt
mlenhardt@winona.edu
Mindful Movement Stress Reduction
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: Infinity Yoga Studio
119 W. Third St., Winona
Contact: Heather Gerdes, hgerdes@winona.edu
TED Talk Tuesday
Time: 3 p.m.
Place: Kryzsko Commons, G100
Contact: Office for Student Life and Enrollment Management
vpemsl@winona.edu
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Senate, continued from page 5.

Byler said Winona State should look into
offering more scholarships and grants and keep
updating the departments to offer more options
for students. For instance, she said the cafeteria
could implement more vegan and vegetarian
options for students who have a diet restriction.
Other guest speakers from Students United
included Vice Chair Dylan Green and State Chair
Joe Wolf.
After the guest speakers, the meeting turned to
safety issues.
The student senators discussed a motion that
now allows students whose housing agreement
is cancelled for disciplinary actions to relocate
within two weeks. The previous agreement used
gave students 72 hours to move out of their
residence hall.

Student Services Chair Jackson Ramsland said
changing residency within 72 hours can be a
daunting task, and it is important to give students
an ample amount of time to change housing if
they have to do so.
If students are unable to safely relocate within
the 72 hours, the university is not doing its duty
to keep that student safe, he said.
Senator Mason Moran added it could be hard
for students, especially first-year students, to
find apartment with a six-month lease in a short
amount of time. This can cause a safety issue, he
said, because students would not have a place to
live, and their academic performance would be
affected.
The change of residency may cause a financial
burden as well because most students might not

have the money to pay for rent within three days.
The eviction policy in Winona State residence
halls is still 72 hours and the proposed motion
has been sent back to the committee for further
discussion.
Other issues discussed involved the opening of
the gender-neutral bathroom in the library which
is now accessible for students, Inclusion and
Diversity Chair Deanna Hoff said.
The senate’s next meeting will be at 5 p.m.
Wednesday, March 22 in Maxwell Hall, room
158.

SARA TIRADOSSI
news reporter
stiradossi13@winona.edu

Chancellor, continued from page 3.

Next, there is a two-day process, beginning
with the presidents of the universities, according
to Olson.
“Some presidents physically went up to St.
Paul to meet [the three finalists] and interview
them. Happened that I was watching it live on
the internet,” Olson said. “The next day there
was an open forum that anyone could go to or
log in online. So, there were students and faculty

members and some presidents still and the board Rosenstone.
of trustees were all in a room for presentations of
Due to not finding a permanent chancellor,
the same three candidates.”
Minnesota State asked Malhotra to come out or
Those who participated in the forum got a
retirement to server as interim chancellor.
link at the end and were able to comment on the
Malhotra will begin to serve as chancellor
finalists. Then, the board of trustees used the
beginning Aug. 1.
comments from those to make their decision.
MADDIE SWENSON
The decision ultimately showed the board did
news reporter
mcswenson15@winona.edu
not want any of the three candidates to replace
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‘Low-key’ bar opens in downtown Winona

P

ort 507, a new bar in downtown Winona,
has dropped its anchor at the intersection of
Second and Johnson streets.
After a soft opening on Thursday, March 16, the
bar opened to the St. Patrick’s Day crowds on Friday, March 17. The crowd was a group of greenclad Winona residents welcoming the addition to
the downtown bar scene.
The name is inspired by the proximity to the
river, coupled with the idea “port.” The area code,
507, is associated with many people in Winona
whose phone numbers begin with those very
digits.
Patrons might notice a focus of quality over
quantity, a point the owner, Chad Brink, plans
to use when helping his establishment stand out
from the rest.
“I just want a welcoming social atmosphere,
just a relaxed vibe,” Brink said. “I think when
people walk in, this will set itself apart from everything downtown.”
For those looking to have a laid back night with
close friends, Port 507 has the atmosphere they
NIKKO ARIES
would be looking for. With the absence of loud
Port 507 opened in downtown Winona on Thursday, March 16. The bar, which resides in the
space formerly occupied by Costumes International, is owned by Chad Brink, former manager of
photographer
music, one can even expect to hold a conversaboth Gabby’s and Market Street Tap in Winona.
naries12@winona.edu
tion at normal volume.
On tap is a series of domestic beers, many of
served in a glass opened at an angle to give it an
Six flat screen TVs hang above the horseshoewhich were picked due to their local Minnesota
appealing aroma, taste and visual aesthetic.
shaped bar, allowing the screens to be seen from
brewing origins. The new Island City Brewing
The walls have a modern industrial look with
multiple angles.
Company also has a beer present at Port 507,
sections adorned with metallic art pieces.
Continued on page 9, see Bar.
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Way back Winonan: 2007 spring concert
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Bar, continued from page 7.
Games in the back include a pool table and an
arcade set adorned with plastic orange shotguns.
Brink has run bars in the past, managing both
Gabby’s and Market Street Tap in Winona at different points in his career. He managed Gabby’s
for 14 years. This endeavor is his alone, allowing
a brand identity to be built from the ground up.
“I’m a pretty low-key guy, and that’s what I
want my bar to be,” Brink said.
The new bar owner started as a bartender, and
said he wanted to have his own place ever since.
After being told by two of his bosses at Gabby’s
how he should have his own bar, Brink turned
their advice into action.
“That’s great when you have people who, right
now, would be considered your competition, who
are pushing you and want you to do better,” Brink
said. “It says a lot about them, and I love it. I love
being behind the bar and I love interacting with

“That’s great when you have
people who, right now, would
be considered your competition,
who are pushing you and want
you to do better.”

said, adding, “If people aren’t talking about your
place, guess what; it’s probably not successful.”
With the new bar’s proximity to campus, college students have already began to test out the
new establishment.
When Winona State University student Brianna
Basolo goes out, she’s looking for “Some place
that isn’t extremely crowded.”
“I don’t like to go downtown and stand,” Basolo said.
A grand opening for Port 507 is set for April.

-Chad Brink, owner of Port 507
everybody.”
When developing a business, word of mouth
is helpful for bringing in more customers, Brink

KILAT FITZGERALD
features reporter
kfitzgerald13@winona.edu

Interested in reporting on campus news, events or sports?
Contact Allison Mueller at AMueller12@winona.edu
to become a reporter for The Winonan.
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Gymnastics, continued from page 1.
Junior Eboni Jackson said, “We obviously want
to make nationals as a team, and I think we’re
all very excited; especially the freshmen because
they’ve never experienced it before.”
The Warriors placed fourth at the regional meet
with a score of 186.750, and while the team will
not be moving forward, three individual Warriors
will compete in the NCGA National Meet the
weekend of March 31.
Kelly Johnston is the only first-year on the
team advancing after a beam score of 9.425,
while junior Katie Pipp will continue on bars
with a score of 9.450 on Friday. Jackson also
scored a 9.450 on bars and a 9.575 on the beam
for a fourth-place finish. She will move on to
nationals with her floor event, beam, and as an
all-arounder.

First-year Breanna Murray scored highest for
the Warriors on the floor event with a 9.475,
followed by Alyssa Carroll with a 9.400.
Even though Winona State will not advance to
nationals as a team, head coach Beckie Rolbiecki
said she has many reasons to be proud of the
group.
“Our vision was to hopefully claim one of those
three spots to qualify for nationals as a team, but
I’m so proud of the team and what they’ve done
all season, and the show they put on, and the
caliber of gymnastics that they’re putting on the
floor,” Rolbiecki said.
The University of Wisconsin-Stout took third
place to advance to nationals, following the
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse in second and
the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater in first
with a score of 191.850.

Junior Emily Woitchek performs on the uneven bars during regionals at home
on Friday, March 17. This was Winona State’s first time hosting the regional
meet in eight years.
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KENDAHL SCHLUETER
photographer
kschlueter15@winona.edu

Rolbiecki recognizes the success and potential
in this year’s young team, and said their fourthplace finish at regionals places them in the top
half of a tough conference.
“When I look at the other teams, the top seven
or eight spots of their line-up are seniors who
have been with the program for four years. We
don’t have any of that… So I think the kids
held their own beautifully against a senior-led
conference,” Rolbiecki said. “These kids will be
back, and they’re hungry, and I’m sure tomorrow
when we meet they’re going to be eager and
anxious and excited.”
The team hosted three meets this year,
including the Brooke Baures Memorial Meet, but
regionals was the biggest event the Warriors have
hosted, according to Scala. She said there is a lot
to set up, but the team was looking forward to the
“loud and crazy” atmosphere.
Rolbiecki spent hours prepping for the big
meet, according to the gymnasts. Pipp explained
there is more that goes into a big meet than meets
the eye.
“We have to set up the locker rooms for all the
teams and we have to set up all the team areas,”
Pipp said. “We have to get all the snacks, get all
the mats, get everything in the right place with
the right measurements so that the teams don’t
come in and complain about it, or have anything
not be up to regulation. So it’s kind of stressful
for Beckie.”
However, a big meet like this is not all work
and no fun. Many of the girls on the team’s
hometowns are located in states as far as
Tennessee, Louisiana and Oregon. The regionals
meet was well attended by parents, encouraging
the girls to do well for the home crowd.
Pipp said, “It really makes you more motivated
to do the best for your team so that we can all go
to nationals together.”
Despite not making it to the national level as
a team, the Warrior gymnasts took home a slew
of high team scores this season. Scala said the
young team, nearly half comprised of first-years,
has gained confidence throughout the meets.
“I think the biggest difference [from the
beginning of the season] has been our
confidence, especially since we have such a young
team. At the beginning of the year, this was [the
freshmen’s] first time competing in collegiate
gymnastics,” Scala said.
Pipp and Jackson said they could feel the
confidence levels change among first-years
throughout the season.

“The very first meet, you could see that everyone was timid and scared; they were nervous to
[perform] their skills,” Pipp said. “There’s a lot of
learning that they had to do.”
Jackson added a team mentality has also set in
among the gymnasts.
“Now that we’re in season, they understand that
we’re a team, and it’s not just about you,” she said.
Jackson, Pipp and Scala all agreed the season
went well. Although the team went to nationals
last year and will not progress this year, they
scored consistently high all season.
“I think the season went really well compared
to last year. Last year we were hitting 184 marks,
and this year we’ve been hitting 186, 187. And
that’s been really good. I think we were really
confident in what we did, and our team was really
strong,” Jackson said.
Pipp reflected on watching the freshman mature as gymnasts.
“I think that’s the highlight for me, is just being
able to watch everybody grow up. I’m just proud
of everybody,” Pipp said.

The team has no seniors, so the same group will
have another shot at nationals next year together.
Scala said, “Our team has been really close,
and that’s really exciting too, that we’re not losing
anyone for next year.”
Jackson, Pipp and Johnston will compete
individually at the NCGA National Meet beginning Friday, March 31 in Menomonie, Wisc. The
whole Winona State gymnastics team will be
heading to the meet to support the three Warriors
Rolbiecki said, “All three of them are talented
kids and have been consistent all season long, so
I’m excited to see what they can do. We’ll be well
represented even if it isn’t the whole team. We’ll
show them that Winona State has a high level and
caliber of gymnastics that we’re putting out.”

EMMA CAVANAUGH
sports reporter
ecavanaugh14@winona.edu

First-year Haruko “Sunny” Hasebe performs a backwalkover during her balance beam routine at the
regional gymnastics meet on Friday, March 17 in the
McCown Gymnasium.
KENDAHL SCHLUETER
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Week of

Aries (March 21 to April 19)
The stars challenge you to beat
their high score in Temple Run 2.
It’s like, really high.

Taurus (April 20 to May 20)
This week will mark the first
time a life or death situation
could have been prevented
with long division. Study up or
practice your bow and arrow
skills.

Gemini (May 21 to June 20)
The stars would make some
comment about what to do now
that spring has started, but there
are Geminis in other hemispheres
of the world, and you’re not that
special. Check yourself.
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Cancer (June 21 to July 22)
Friday, March 25 is National
Chocolate Covered Raisins Day
and World Tuberculosis Day.
Your choice, buddy.

Libra (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
If you really want to bring back
fur trading, you have to put in the
effort. Kwik Trip will give in one
of these days.

Leo (July 23 to Aug. 22)
The capybara is the world’s
largest rodent, often exceeding
three to four feet in length. The
importance of this information
will be revealed in due course.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Buy a cute tank top this week
and you will be rewarded … with Pisces (Feb. 19 to March 20)
a cute tank top. #TreatYoSelf
Treat yourself to a nap this week.
Make sure to wait until you’re
Sagittarius (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) done driving though. The stars
Nobody is forcing you to eat
should have to clarify that, but
vegetables or anything, but like,
you’d be surprised.
you’re not allergic to carrots,
so…

Virgo (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Cosmic codes require you to
wear horizontal stripes rather
than vertical stripes this week
That is all.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Mermaids are real. Don’t tell
anyone.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Mary Oliver is arguably the only
modern day poet making a living
from her art, until this week. It’s
time to bring back those middle
school works and start submitting
them.

BY COLIN KOHRS
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Show in review: “Marvel’s Iron Fist”

I

t’s hard to describe what went wrong with
“Marvel’s Iron Fist.” Iron Fist is one of Marvel’s
strongest heroes, with an origin rarely seen in
superhero narratives. With a mystical monastery
that exists in another dimension, chi-powered
martial arts and an immortal dragon, you’d think
Marvel would be able to make a compelling show
from it. Yet, “Iron Fist” isn’t invulnerable, and is
easily the worst thing Marvel has ever produced.
Honestly, I don’t think there is a single aspect
of the show that Marvel succeeded with. “Iron
Fist” should’ve been a martial arts laden joy
ride about a hippie kid who punched a hole in
a dragon. Instead, the creators saw fit to take a
mystic and ridiculous story and plop it into the
same urban thriller framework as “Daredevil” or
“Jessica Jones.” While that sort of approach works
for those characters, it clashes with Fist. This is
a character who is not only one of the strongest
fighters in Marvel’s pantheon but also on the
same mystical level as Doctor Strange. Instead of
reflecting those traits, they opted to go a familiar
route and the show gets stuck in a rut that it never climbs out of. It should be silly fun, not dour
seriousness.
The story itself is problematic, with multiple
aspects that should’ve been fixed before release.
It starts off on the wrong foot with four mindless
and inconsequential episodes detailing the backstory of Danny Rand (Finn Jones) and attempting
to get viewers engaged in the story. “Attempting”
is the key word here, because it fails miserably. The first arc resolves with a pseudo deus ex
machina, rendering the last four hours all-but

The Winonan’s film reporter rates this show 1/5 stars

pointless. You have to give it props for some
things. Unlike “Luke Cage” and “Jessica Jones,”
“Iron Fist” avoids having a weak final third by
starting off weak from the get-go. It’s a genius
way to get around the issue, if you ask me.
Jones put in his best efforts to make Rand a
likable character, but the story takes itself way too
seriously to let that happen. Rand is portrayed as
a one-dimensional white savior archetype with
some anger issues—a far cry from the upbeat
yoda-esque “hero for hire.” Instead of being a bit
eclectic, he comes off as an entitled rich white
kid who spent some time in Asia after college
and can’t stop talking about it. That’s the problem
with Iron Fist: his backstory, as a white guy who
was raised in a monastery and taught kung fu,
is a bit problematic to begin with. That said, the
script doesn’t do that any favors.
The supporting cast, on the other hand, does
a solid job holding “Iron Fist” together. The
Meachum siblings, played by Tom Pelphrey and
Jessica Stroup, are great as foils for Rand, with
Pelphrey pulling in easily the best performance
of the cast. Colleen Wing (Jessica Henwick) is the
other stand out, but her character feels underdeveloped and too trope-reliant for a large portion
of the season. I wouldn’t go so far as to say the
acting is, by any measure, bad. However, the

material they had to work with was clunky and
poorly written, so they did their best.
Perhaps this could’ve been salvaged by some
interesting direction or style, but of course, Marvel had to miss the mark on that too. Each of the
past three series had distinct visual styles, matching the characters and the world closely. “Luke
Cage”’s soundtrack alone is enough to put it near
the top of the genre. “Iron Fist” is just bland and
uninspired—a nonstop barrage of grays and
browns. Nothing, and I do mean nothing, pops
out visually. Not even the action scenes can save
the show, but that likely has to do with the fact
that they’re some of the most vapid set pieces
Netflix have ever produced.
At the very least, there are a few bright spots
near the end of the series. The last few episodes
actually accomplish establishing Iron Fist as a
powerhouse, and there are several threads that
will inevitably lead toward the big Defenders
team-up. Aside from those, the show is a total
wash. If you’re a Marvel completionist, you might
find some semblance of entertainment in here,
but for everyone else, save your 13 hours for
something more meaningful. 1/5

NATHANIEL NELSON
features / news reporter
nlnelson13@winona.edu

Meet the features staff...
Elizabeth Pulanco
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Winonan Mission:
To inform and empower the campus
and community of Winona State
University.
Inform: to report news and
events that affect the campus and
community.
Empower: to provide students
with an outlet for creativity and an
opportunity to learn all aspects of
newspaper operations.

Oops...
In the article “Religious leaders connect separate faiths” on
page 5 in the March 1 issue, in the photo caption of the speaker
is incorrectly stated. He is Islamic leader John Emory.
Also, in the same issue on page 10 of the cover story “New
brewery taps into downtown Winona,” Island City Brewing is
currently brewing a Berliner Weisse, not Berliner Vice.
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Baseball wins 3 of 4 home opener games
W

inona State University baseball finished
their home opener weekend by taking
home the win in the first three of four games.
The Warriors’ double headers against the
University of Minnesota Crookston Golden
Eagles began Sunday, March 19. Junior Mitchell
Stalsberg had an 11-strikeout complete game
performance that boosted the Warriors to their
first win of the season, taking the first game 3-0.
Game two was a nail-biter that led to a walk off
hit from junior Mitchell Heid.
The Warriors started off the scoring in game
one in the second inning when senior Michael
Hommes hit a line drive to right for a double,
scoring two runs to put the Warriors up 2-0.
Stalsberg had a 1-2-3 inning in the third, as
a strikeout, ground out and fly out ended the
inning. The Warriors would do the same, as a
groundout, fly out and a line out ended the third
inning of play.
Stalsberg set Crookston down for the second straight inning as he recorded his seventh
straight out.
Crookston ended Stalsberg’s streak with a walk
before junior Mitchell Bonrhauser singled putting runners on first and third with nobody out.
Stalsberg followed with back-to-back strikeouts
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Sophomore Brett Herber pitches during a double header game against University of Minnesota
Crookston on Monday March, 20. The Warriors won the first three of their four home games.

before a groundout allowed him to escape the
inning scoreless.
When faced in those situations, Stalsberg said,
“You got to take one out at a time, believe you
have the stuff to get out of it and try to allow as

KENDAHL SCHLUETER
photographer
kschlueter15@winona.edu

few runs as you can. Those are iffy situations that
are hard to get out of.”
Continued on page 17, see Baseball.
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Baseball, continued from page 16.

Junior Joe Kubera started the fifth inning with
a walk and later advanced to second on a passed
ball and then to third. Senior Jesus Cazares then
hit a double to the right field wall, scoring Kubera
and giving Stalsberg more insurance.
Stalsberg took the mound once again in the
seventh and final inning of game one looking for
a complete game shutout.
“Mitchell Heid was the reason we won,” head
coach Kyle Poock said. “We also got a few key
hits and runs to back him up, which we were not
able to do much so far this year with our pitchers.”
In game two, Crookston achieved an early 2-0
lead in the first inning. This score would remain
until the eighth inning.
Back-to-back errors by the Golden Eagles put
runners on first in second to begin the bottom of
the eighth. A sacrifice bunt by first-year Treyton
Larson advanced both runners. Kubera ended the
scoring drought by singling to second base and
driving in junior Kipp Youngquist and first-year
Chad Herbst advanced to third.
A passed ball scored Herbst and the game was
tied. The Warriors could not finish the game, as a
strikeout ended the inning.
Junior Taylor Field forced a walk with one out
in the bottom half of the ninth junior Mitchell
Heid then roped a double to deep right center,
Field rounded the bases and dove home to seal
the Warriors walk of victory.
The two teams faced again Monday for another
doubleheader. The Warriors took game one 5-0.
Scoring opened in the third when Larson drew
a one out walk to get things start. Hommes singled to center field as Larson moved up to third.
Larson would come home on Kubera’s sac fly to
right field.
Hommes singled to center, moving Larson to

First-year shortstop Derek Martin, attempts to tag out a University of Minnesota Crookston
player stealing second base during the second day of Winona State University’s home opener
on Monday, March 20 at Loughrey Field. Winona State won the first three of four home opener
games.

third after he reached on a walk. Larson would
cross home after a Kubera sac fly to right field.
Kubera would strike again in the fifth, scoring
first-year Derek Martin and advancing Larson to
third. Kubera would then steal second to put runners on second and third. Cazares doubled to left
field, driving in both Larson and Kubera, giving
Winona State a 5-0 lead.
Senior Daniel Karlin-Kamin finished the day
with seven strikeouts, scattering four hits in the
complete game win.
Game two went to the Golden Eagles, taking
down the Warriors 11-6.
Crookston took the lead in the fourth, scoring

KENDAHL SCHLUETER
photographer
kschlueter15@winona.edu

four runs on four hits to move the score 7-2.
Larson, Hommes, Kubera, Cazares and Sam
Kohnle all had two hits in the second game of the
day. Cazares finished with three RBI’s.
The Warriors remain at home this weekend as
they continue conference play against Bemidji
State University (9-4 overall) in a double header
beginning at 12 p.m.

DANNY MORIARTY
sports reporter
dmoriarty12@winona.edu
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Softball splits six-game weekend play

T

he Winona State University softball team
won three games during their six-game
roadtrip to St. Joseph, Mo. last weekend.
The Warriors began their away games with
two losses against the Pittsburg State University
Gorillas and the University of Central Oklahoma
Bronchos on Friday, March 17.
Winona State gave up two runs in the second
inning against Pittsburg State and were held
scoreless, losing 2-0. Junior McKenna Larsen
pitched five innings, giving up the two runs
with one strikeout. The Warriors failed to spark
anything offensively and finished the game with
one hit.
The offensive struggle continued in the second
game on Friday. The Bronchos scored a run in
the second inning, and then again in the fifth,
while the Warriors did not score in the game with
a final score of 2-0.
On Saturday, Winona State first faced the
Washburn University Ichabods and found some
success on offense in the fourth inning.
Junior Samantha McLean gave the Warriors the
lead with a double that drove in two runs. Junior
Mariah Schultz followed by driving in McLean to
put Winona State ahead by three. Larsen pitched
seven innings, giving up one run as the Warriors
won 3-1.
The Warriors played their second game of the
day against the Northeastern State University
RiverHawks. Schultz started the Warriors’
scoring in the second inning with a solo home
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“We’re playing well
against good teams. We’re
winning the games we
should be winning, but we
need to find a way to win
close games.”
-Jamie Schleis, junior softball player

sixth inning due to the run rule. First-year Jaida
Reynen pitched six innings, giving up three runs
in the fifth inning.
“We had a rough first day, losing to two good
teams,” Van Zyl said. “But we were able to play
well the next two days”
Winona State kept their offensive momentum
going into the second game against the
University of Nebraska at Kearney.
Kolb started the scoring in the fourth inning
as she reached home on an error by NebraskaKearney.
Van Zyl drove in two more runs, and then
scored on a single from Schultz to give the
Warriors a 4-0 lead.
The four runs would be enough for Winona
State as first-year student Jordyn Kleman pitched
seven innings with six strikeouts only giving up
three hits.
“We’re playing well against good teams,” Schleis
said. “We’re winning the games we should be
winning but we need to find a way to win close
games.”
The Warriors are 19-6 overall and will begin
conference play Tuesday, March 28 against
the Peacocks from Upper Iowa University in
Winona.

run. The RiverHawks answered back with a home
run the following inning.
Winona State regained the lead with a single
from sophomore Lani Van Zyl, scoring first-year
Katelyn Kolb.
Northeastern scored twice in the fifth inning
to take a 3-2 lead, concluding the scoring for the
game.
In the final day of weekend games, Winona
State played the Fort Hays State University and
found their offensive rhythm. They scored in
every inning except the first, totaling 11 runs.
Junior Jamee Schleis went 3-3 with three RBIs
and a home run to lead the Warrior offense.
ADAM KIRK
Schultz went 3-4 with a home run and three RBIs news reporter
as well. Her home run ended the game in the
akirk13@winona.edu
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Interested in
reporting on
Winona State
athletics?
We’re looking for
sports writers!
Email Allison Mueller at
AMueller12@winona.edu.

S

Baseball vs. Bemidji State University
Time and Place: 1:30 and 3 p.m.
Loughery Field
Women’s Golf vs. UNK Spring Invite
Time and Place: All day, Kearney, Neb.

March 25

S

March 26

Women’s Golf vs. UNK Spring Invite
Time and Place: All day, Kearney, Neb.
Men’s Golf vs. NSIC Preview
Time and Place: All day, Smithville, Mo.
Women’s Tennis vs. St. Norbert College
Time and Place: 9 a.m., Green Bay, Wis.
Women’s Tennis vs. Edgewood
Time and Place: noon, Green Bay, Wis.
Baseball vs. Bemidji State University
Time and Place: noon and 2 p.m.
Loughery Field
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OPPORTUNITY
DOESN’T TAKE
3 MONTHS OFF
REGISTER NOW!

winona.edu/summersession
FLEXIBLE OPTIONS
& EASY TRANSFER

ONLINE

ON-CAMPUS

HYBRID

Registration
Begins

May
Session

1st Summer
Session

2nd Summer
Session

March 1

May 6–
May 26

May 30–
June 30

July 5–
August 7

TRAVEL STUDY

Info at www.winona.edu/summersession or call 1.800.DIAL.WSU ext. 2800
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